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URGENTCRAFT is a set of principles that works to resist oppression-based design
ideologies, especially in art and design education. URGENTCRAFT isn’t a manifesto, but
rather a constellation of tactics — a series of incomplete observations. A note to self. A
reminder that we can use art and design to loosen hegemonic power.
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e " Do what you can
e Use modest tools and materials
e Understand the politics of your platforms \
e Practice media fluidity \
e Work in public (self-publish!)
e Practice a slow approach to fast making
e Acknowledge complexity and contradiction in making
e Work towards the then and there of queer futurity (while acknowledging past struggles
and privileges)
e Agitate/interfere (“make good trouble”)
e Dismantle white supremacy
e Resist, loosen, and dismantle ableism, heteropatriarchy, and settler colonialism
e Resist capitalist strategies
e Resist design perfection / stay with the mess
e Question linearity and other hierarchical structures
e Commit to maintenance and self-care as a form of urgency
e Fail to provide the perfect read (resist legibility)
e Use (steal from) the institution when you can (while resisting its values) (shout out to
Fred Moten and Stefano Harney here for their concept of the Undercommons*)

e Prioritize communal care as a never-ending practice

¥ The Undercommons

Their term the Undercommons refers to in-between spaces within/below/alongside the
institution (the university) where solidarity happens, in spite of the institution.
Reference: https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.newyorker.com/culture/persons-of-interest/

fred-motens-radical-critique-of-the-present/amp
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